
MEDINA TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF ZONING COMMISSIONERS

CON'T OF PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING
JULY 21,2009

Chairperson Strogin called the reguiar meeting of the Medina To.*nship Board of Zoning
Commissioners to order at 7:35 p.m. Permanent Board members Ovemryer, Szunyog,
Jarrett, Erickson and Strogin were in attendance. Altemate Board nrembcrs Jim Apana
and Michelle Kirda were also in attendance.

The Zoning Con.ulission minutes to their June 16, 2009 meeting were approved as
amended. The Trustees have schedulecl site plan rer,iews to be heard on August 6. 2009 at
7:00 p.m. A letter would be sent to the applicanls when the Trustees would hear their sitc
plan/signage reqr)ests.

Chair Strogin rccessed the regr.rlar meeting olthe Zonilg Coumission at 7:40 p.m. and
opencd up the con't of the pr-rblic hearing at 7:40 pln.

CON'T OF l'tIBLlC IIEARING-PrOposcd Tcxt Amendmcnl bv Bitl l)oratv Articte
VI. Sisn Resulalions Scction 605 1. Holiday Inflatablcs
Chair Strogin statcd the Comrnission had a rvork session on Jrrne 30,20(19 u'ith Mr.
'fhome tiorn the l)ros. Office and discussed various oplions as thcy relaled to this subject
matter. Shc continued that the supplement to N'[r. I)orat1''s original application rvill be
senl to the i\4edina County I'laming Commission lbr revietv. The l\4edina County
Planning Cornrnission's cleadline for their July meeling has passcd and thcy have no
August meeting duc to tbc lair. Thcrefore, thc supplemenl u,oLrld bc placecl on the lr4edina
County I'lanning (lomnrission Septernbcr 2, 2009 nieeting agenda, and tJ.re Zoning
Clommission rvoulcl  cont inue with the publ ic hear ing on Septernber 15. 2009.

Mr. Overmyer rnade a motion to continrre the public hearing ftrr Mr. I)olatv's proposcd
lext amendmenl on inflatablcs until the Comnrission's ncxt regularly scheduled meeling
on Seplcmber 15. 1009 at 7:30 p.nr.  I t  rvas secondet ' l  by Mr.  Jarret t .
ROI-L-Janctl-y es, Overnry'er-yes, lirickson-ycs, Szunyog-yes, Strogin-1,es.

The cont inuat ion ol  lhc publ ic hear ing lvas closed a1 7:43 p.m.

I{EGULAR N{IiI' 'I'ING
Chair Strogin reconvened thc regular nreeling ofthc Zoning Llommission a1 7:44 p.m.

SII ' I '  PI ,ANS

Fenn Crossin g-addit ion of  doors & canopic.s-3823 Pearl  Rd.
N4r. Tonl'Cerny lion.r ,Arohitectural Design Sludios representcd Iienn ('cnler. Mr'. Ceml'
statcd he rvas recluesling sile pian approral lbr the inclusion of t\\'o canopies and
storefronl enlrics as parl of the Fenn C'rossings renovations. The Irenn ()rossings proiect
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was submitted 1214/2008 and received Zoning Ciommission approval. Mr. Ce my added
that he proceeded with working drarvings and received a N{edina County Building
Department Certificate of Plan Approval (6117109). When the contractor/owner
attempted to pick up the bui ld ing permi l ,  a discrepancy was discovercd between the
zoning submission cor,ered walk arca calculat ion (  I ,200 sq, f t . )  and the Cert i f icate of
Plan Approval .  The Bui ld ing Department calculated the ne rv covered rvalk area to
be 2.900sf which is l is ted on the Ccrt i l lcale of  PIan Approval .

At the request of the building department, Mr. Cerny stated he recalculated the area of
the new covered walks and the two canopies at  the south end of the bui ld ing. The
new covered walks are approximately l,258sf and the two south end canopies total
128sq. f t .  He added that discussions r . r ' i th the BuiJding l )eparhent and Zoning
Cornmission have directed us to submit the south canopics lor approval.

N4r. (lcnty continued that the soulh end canopies werc not shown on thc l2104/08 site
plan sLrbmission and the arcas were not included on thc zoning inforrnation box. He
stated hc added this inforrnation on the reviscd drawings subntitted. The canopies were
indicatcd on thc enlarged plans and elevat i r rns of  the 12104/08 submission. The f in ish
mater ial  of  lhe canopies has char.rged l iom EIFS lo a or) lnposi te metal  panel to ntatch
the storelront.  Mr.  Cerny concludecl  he cloudcd the canopt '  areas of  work on the
drarvings for c lar i ty.

Chair Strogin stated the original site plan for l"cnn Crossing was approvcd by the Zoning
Conrnrission on 12/4108. The site plan that wirs submitled to the County Building Dept.
rvas dill-crent enough lronr rvhat the Zoning flommission approvcd, that thc County
Building Depl- rvanted thc rer.iscd plan senl back to thc Zoning Comnrission f<rr rcvie*,
lnd lpproval .

lr4r. Cierrrl, statc-d lhe differcnce s'ts that therc nright he lu o dools aclded to the plan orr
thc sorrth cnd of the building ri,ith two canopies. Chair Strogin stated if the Cornmission
approles tlie tloors and canopics. the developer can decide rvhether or not he wants ltl
build lhcrn, but a1 least thc- approval rvould be granted.

'l 
hcrc r'. as then discussion as to thc rneasurerlcnls as calculatcd by thc County Building

Dcpt of  2.900 sq. 1i .  regarding this srte pian. 1\ I r .  ( lerny'statcd l r4r.  Huber f rom the
I lu i ld ing I)cpt.  calculated thc crr t i re rool 'ed arei i  but r) lost  () f that l rc i i  is  exist in! , .  and not
nov. ZI llidglc slated what u,as shorvn on thc original plan that rvas approved uas thc
rvalkt i r l  on l l ic  ntrr th cnd ant l  the r)r ig inl l  culrancc tr)  l l  i ic lor Supplv ( 'o.  ' l  hat
calculal ion on the or iginal  s i te plal)  rvas 1.200 sq. i t .  \ \ /hen lhc Llounty Bui ld ing Dep1.
lecalculated thc area it canlc out to 1,258 st1. ft. rryhicli \\as corrccrt. 7.1 Ridgell' atlded that
the rer ised site plan shows two canopies to bc added rvhich tolalerl J 28 sq. ft. She
continueLl that whomever at the C'(runty lluilding Depl. did the calculation. thcv did it
!\'rong as thc cntire liont of the building was not to be calculatcd this time jusl the ne r.r
canopies that were proposed to be addcd.
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Mr. Ovemyer made a nrotion to approvc the revised site plan for Fenn Crossin-e dated
6130109 for a proposed covered ualkway consisting of l25E sq. ft. and two canopies on
the south side of the building consisting of 60 sq. ft. and 68 li. (total I 28 sq. ft.)
respectively. The total square footage of this new conslruction to consist of 1,386 sq. ft.
It was scconde d fy' Mr. Jarrett.
ROLL CALL-Overmyer-yes, Jarrett-yes, Erickson-yes, Szunyog-yes, Strogin-yes.

ODRO-3071 Pearl Rd.
Ms. Chic Kelley lrom C& C of Ohio reprcsented QDRO Consultants. Ms. Kelley stated
C& C of Ohio are co-o\\rlers of this building located on Pearl Rd. that is bcing purchased
from Mr. John Montali. Ms. Kelley statcd the building QDRO is cunently operating from
is locatcd in is the (lity oflr4cdina. bu1 they have outgtown that location.

Ms. KelJcy statcd Ql)l{O Consulttrnts consists ol'processing orders t$iacea on a pcnsion
that rvill be divided usually in the case ola divorce. No signage u'irs being requested at
this tirnc. Mr. Janett staled that the square footage on the drawing presented shows 7,260-
sq. ft. ZI Ridgcly stated the Zoning Dept. is going u,ith thc Auditor's calculation ol7,66'l
sq . f1 .

Mr. Jarrett made a rnotion to approve thc change ofuse for QDRO Consultants l,LC to be
located al l07l I'earl Rd. as presentcd. 11 rvas sccondcd by N'lr. Ovemt;er.
ITOLL CAI,L-Janctt-)'es. Overmycr-yes. Ericksort-ves. Szunvctg-r'r.-s, Strogin-yes.

DIIS Equitics LLC-sien aee-3745 lUcdina I{d.
Mr. N4ark Strouse fiom l)dcor Design Clonslruction rcprcsented thc orvner of the building,
\,1r. Oddo irnd the e t.rrnpanl' that \\,alllcd lo iocatc therc thal bcing l)e vr.r'sified Entplol'ees
Solution (DljS ) ancl thcir request fi)r signagc. (ihair Slrogin stated this is an olllce
building behind Signature SqLrare shopping contplcx and the applicant rr'as lequesting a
sign, hou,evcr the configuration of the lot madc it diffictrlt configuratiort lbr a grotrnd sign
to be located on the lo1. The zoning codc requires a ground sign to be 10 ii. froni llte
pn4rcfiy line. Chair Strogin fldded iftlrc sigrt u'as located l0 ft. fron.r the property line jt

rvould look like it bclongecl to anolhcr building. Mr. Strousc stated the cxisting sign \4'as
erctrted rvithout apploval and that indilidual just r|alked arval' liont the pro.ject. Chalr
Strogin stated \\4ratever sign gets approved thc I'ec q'ould be cloubled since lhe sign was
crcrtcd rv i lh orr t  lh l ; , i t t i t tg t l tc nccess.rry pcntr i ts.

Chair Strogin continued that the Zoning Contntission clicl not havc the authority 10 pcrlnit
thc sign to be conslnrctccl iu non-conrpliltrcc *'itlt the iioIrl lrnil siclc 1'rr.1 selbacks
rcclrrirenrents of thc zoning code. 

'l 
herctitre a I'ariattcc u'ottld nccd to be applied 1br. N'lr.

StrLruse slated they, did file a valiance rcc;ucs1 n'ith the Iloarti rrf Zoning Appeals for ncxt
rrionth. Secretary Fefencz stated thc BZA u,otrld hear thc variarrce rcqucst .rt thcir Augusl
hearing.
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Mr. Ilrickson rnade a nrotion to denl the ground sign lor DIIS Equities LI_C as presented
as i t  is not in compl iance with Sect ion 605 I l -  and Sect ion 405.3.d.1 (a) 1.  of the Medina
Township Zoning Resolution regarding front and side yard setback requiremenls. It rvas
seconded by Ms. Szunyog.
ROLL CALI.-Erickson-yes, Szunyog-yes, Overmyer-yes, Jarett-yes, Strogin-yes.

MISC.
Chair Strogin passed out to the Conrmission members the existing language from thc City
of Medina on electronic/digital signs she received front Mr. Grcg Hamon the Plaruring
Director for the City of Medina.

The Crty's language read as lbllows:
Electronic Message Center Signs perniitlcd lirr ground signs only, cxclLrding pole signs
shal l  hc condit ional ly pcnnit ted shal l  be perr l i t ted in al l  d istr icts except thc Mt, l  Distr ict ,
Historic and I-COB Districls whcre such signs shall be prohibited. Elcctronic N4cssagc
Center Signs shall meet the following requirements:
l. Frctluenc-r'. Copy change shall not be nrorc fiequently than once pcr 60 seconds;
2. Color. Color should be lirnitcd to one single color to be delermined by the PJanling

Commission:
3. Illurninalion. An applicant shall providc a photonrctric plan oullining proposed

illurnination levels and foot candles. Illumination level shall not exceed onc fbot
candle as measuretl from the adjacent right of rvavs ofrcsidcntial uses and tlistricts.

Chair Strogin then passed out thc proposal language she dra{ted for consideration which
read as {bllorvs:

Illectrtrnic l\4essage Ccntcr Signs permitted lbr grouncl signs ouly, shnll be permitted in
all business districts. An Illcctronic ltlcssagr- ('entcr Sign shall rneet the lbllowing;
1. Frequencl,. Copy change shall no1 be n.iore lrcquently than onoe per 60 seconds
2. Color.  Color should be l int i ted 1o one single color 1t . r  be dcterminecl  by the Zoning

flrlrnissicxr
3. Illunrination. An appiicanl shall provide a photonetric plan outlir.ring proposed

i l lunr inat ion levels and foot candles. l l lunr inat ion lcvel  shal l  not exceed one foot
candle as rneasured lrom the ad.jacenl right o1'rvays of residential uses and districls.

Llhair Strogin asked lhc Comnrission nrembers thcir oprnion about adrlrcssing this lypc of
sign in the zoning code. Regarding lirnc and tcmperatrlre on such a sign, Mr. ()vennycr

statccl hc personally did not fccl tirne rras nectle-d as cverybodv has r s'atch or a phonc
and/o: ' th is in l , rnnal ion u,as provided 1br digi ta l l f  in rnost cars.  tJc added he also did nol
havc an issue the copy being changcd not n1()rc licqucntly than every 60 scconds.

l'hcrc uas then discussion on thc cle;tronic rtlessage sign approved by the Conunission
for Nor.a Aninral Llospital. ZI Ridgely stated thc bluc lighting rvas extremcly hzrd to rcad.
Ms.Szunl,og staled the message perdry ciocs not clrenge but it is bcing altemated bet$'een
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the time and temperaturc which appeared to change every 6 scconds.'l-his made the sign
difficult if not irnpossible to read ',vith the flashir.rg of the time and tenrpcrature bet*cen
the rressagt- being disp)ayed.

Secrctary Fercncz stated the mcssirge was to only change once a day per thc
Comrnission's approval. Ms. Szunyog stated the contenl ofthe message rvas onl1.
changing once a day, but the actual message seems to appear every 6-8 seconds belween
the time and temperature. Ms. Szunyog reiterated that the message was hard to read if
able to bc read at all. Mrs. Sally Gardner (Foskett Rd.) agrecd:urd added the color also
malies the sign unreadable.

Mr. Jarrett stated there were lwo diflbrent messages on cach side of the clectronic sign 1br
NoYa Animal Hospital. ('hair Strogin stated that was pennittcd. as the applicant statcd
she wantcd to do that to catch tratllc liom both directions on Rt. 3, ZI Ridgcly stated
there rvcrc trvo clifferent colors on the sign. On one side ofthe sign the messagc was red
antl on thc other thc messagc was bluc.

Mr. Ovennyer asked how the colors for such a sign would be deterntined'? ZI l{idgely
stated colors for such signs rrc to tre linrrlcd so as l'to( to lescmblc or confrrse for traf-fic
signals or signs as then thcy beconrc a safett' issue. Mr. Ovcrntl er added that there rvas
also a safety issuc if one has to strain to rcad an electronic messagc siglt.

Aiterr)atc Conrnissjon nrenrbcr Jinr Apana stated that hc and his wif'c were driving past
Nova's sign and his wiI'e immediately shifted her cyes to the color of the sign and said.
"Look at that." IIc added thanklirll,r'hc rvas thc one rvho r.vas driving and hatl prior
kno* ' ledge of the sign, u 'hich his u ' i lc  did nol  have. ( 'hair  Strogin stated sl lc did scnd
Ass't County I'ros. Thonre an e-nrail with the proposed language and he had some
cornnrcnls but has not had thc opporlrnity to spcak with Mr. 

'fhorne 
about thcm.

lhc discussion again relunrcd to llrc timc and temperature being allorved on a sign. Mr.
Jarelt staled that Section 603 G. Prtblic Servii:e Signs-slates that "Subsection A and I). of
this sect ion shal l  not appl l ' to anv sign pcrfornr ing a publ ic scn, ice lunct ion indicat ing
t in le lcD)pcralure or s i rrr i lar  deviccs. 'Chair  Strogirr  s lated pcrsona)ly she r . l id not know
rvhy somebody woLrltl rvant to \\,ast!'thcir nressagc ccnler area on time and tempcrat\rre as
it could be put stnrrller s()rn(-\\'here on the sign. N4r. .larrett statcd that rvas to skirt thc issue
of thc rcvolving 8 scconLls,  l0 secoirds, 60 seconds. l r ' ls .  Szunyog asked i l ' th is Scct ion o1
the code could be renrovc-d since cverybody has a radio, a watch, a cell phonc for thal
infonnation.

Mr. Overmyer slalcd another optiou rvould be to consider tl.re timc thc tcntperature and
an; othcr "mess;rges" all thc samc artd that they could only change oncc ever-r'60 seconds.
Zl  Ridgely stated she did Jiscuss t inrc and tenrperalure u' i th NI i . ' l  horne. and hc sajd thc
Towrship could not allou time and lcnlperalure to bc drsplayed and excludc other
'lnessaces" as that was unconstitutional.
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Ms. Szunyog stated the colors ofNova's sign were garish and appeared to be calling
attention to the sign and not the particular business. She added that it would be nice ifthe
color of the sign blcnded but did not know ifthat could be contro ed. Mr. Overmver
interjccled that his concem is that the illegibility ofthe sign was a disrracrion. He traded
he would like to know from Bill rhomc if the Towrship could control the contrast
betrveen the background and the text. Chair Strogin stated that might corne under
Architectural Review, rvhich the Township did not have authority over but would ask
Mr. Thome his opinion.

Dianna Huflban stated she did not think tenrperaturc could be controlled on such a sign
becausc slie thought the tempcrature changed automatically as it was thennostatically
controlled. chair strogin stated that rvas probably true, but the sign could control the
displa.'" o1'lhc t eurperatrue ntessage.

It was also cliscusscd that if electronic lnessage signs werc written in the code, there
rvould then bc thc potential lbr all the [rusinesses to have a sign rvith all difierent colors
and the message char.rgiug at all difl'erent tinrcs rvhich the comnrission did not think was
in the bcst interest of Medina 

'l 
wD.

The conrnrissi.r mcmbcrs stated lhcl'worrld consider the city's language and chair
Strogin's proposcd language fbr electronic messagc center signs. l'hc conrmission stated
they u,oLrld also likc to hear 

"vhat 
the Pros. Oflice had to say regarding rhis subject hut

tirning needetl to bc considercd as 10 other such sign r!-qucsts thal mighl comc before the
Commission.

Scctctary Ircrcttcz gavc the ['onrrnission nrcrlbers inlbrnralion t]l) lhc Al))L-rioan Irlanning
Associalion ohio 2009 confcrencc to be held in ('Lrl,ahoga Fails on Scprember 23_25
2009.

Chair Strogin stated that the Medina County Planning Contrnission was going to hold a
zoning cerlilication r.r'orkshop series on Tuesday cvenings. Contact the Mctjina County
Planning L'ornnrission at 1111\ t)h!!tir.tg{1r rrt.lina.q[g5 for more inJorntation.

I laving no l iuthcr br is jness bcfore the I lo i rrd,  the nreet ing'"r 'as ol1rcial l ; 'adjourncd at 8:37
l t .m.

Resnecl l i r l l r ,  Submit tccl .

. / ,on) l )g


