
MEDINA TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF ZONING COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING/CON'T OF PUBLIC HEARING
MAY 19,2009

Chairperson Strogin called the regular meeting ofthc Medina Torvnship Board ofZoning
Commissioners to orclcr at 7:30 p.ni. IJoard mcmbers Overmyer, Szuryog, Jarrett,
Erickson and Strogin rvere in attcnclance. Alternate Board member Jirn Apana was also in
attendance.

Chair  Strogin closcd the rcgular nteet ing of  the Zoning Cornmission at  7:33 p.rn.  and
opened up the continuation ofthe public hearing on thc proposed text amcndmcnt by Bill
Doraty of  Art ic lc VL Sign Regulat ions Sect ion 605 l .  I lo l iday Inl latables, at  7:34 p.m.

Chair Strogin stated the Board planncd on having a rvork scssion rvith thc Pros. Ollice,
Mr. Doraty and his attorney Mr. l,aribec this evcning on this subject. Getting a date
together fbr everyone r.vas difllcult but rvas finally scheduled to takc place this evening at
7:00 p.m. Secretary Ferencz then reccived a fax from Mr. Laribee that he could not be
present this evening. As a resuh in order to accommodate Mr. Laribee so tl.rat inlormation
would not have to be repeated, it was decided that the public hearing would be postponed
one more time. Chair Strogin staled Mr. Thome said the Commission could go ahead
with the public hearing but as stated the hearing would be tabled for one month. She also
asked Mr. Thome how many times the Commission has to allow the public hearing
continued because fbr the record all ofthese continuations except for one which was an
enor in the hearing date, has been tabled due to the applicant and/or his attomey'? In any
event, Mr. Thorne would be present irt the Commission's meeting next month, June 16,
2009 al 7:00 p.m. with or without the presence of Mr. Doraty or his attomey for the
hearing to movc forward.

Mr. Jarrett nrade a motion to continue the public hearing lbr Mr. Doraty's proposed text
anrendment on inllatables unlil the Conrnrission's next scheduled meeting Junc 16, 2009
at 7:00 p.m. It was seconcled by Mr. Ovemryer.
ROLL-Jarrett-yes, Overmyer-ycs, Erickson-ycs, Szunyog-yes. Strogin-yes.

'fhe 
public hearing was closed at 7:40 p.rn.

REGULAR MEETING
Chair Strogin reopened the regular meeting of the Zoning Commission at 7:41 p.rn.

The Zoning Commission minutes to the April 2l , 2009 mccting were approved as
amended. The Trustecs havc scheduled site plan reviews to be heard on May 28, 2009 at
7:00 p.m. A lettcr would be sent 1tl the applicants when the Trustees rvould hear their site
plan/signage requests.
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SITE PLANS

Carlson Funeral  I lome-3,177 Nlul ina Rd.
N{r. Davc Stcmetl from Medina Signs repres!'l)tcd Clarlson Fr:neral Iionre. Mr. Ste'rrett
stated the rvall sign would be 43.25 sq. ft. The sign rvoukl consist oflascr cut acrylir-, pin
mountcd to the rval l .  Zl  Ridglel  statcd the t iontage ol ' thc bui ld ing is 82.5 l t .  Mr.
Erickson asked rvhat thc distance ol'the sign soulcl bc fi,rrn thc wail? lvfr. Sterrett stated
bctween ,i" l0 I ".

Mr. Ste rrett statcd he rvas also rr'questing a I'ace replaccment of'thc cxisting ground sign
lbr Carlson Funeral llome irs u cll. ZI Ridglcy asked thal landscaping bc added under the
ground sign. Mr.  Stcfrr ' t t  statccl  i t  r ras not addlcssccl  in thc sign plan fbr Carlson Func'ral
Honrc.  Zl  Ridgcl l  statcd thir t  landscaping shotr l t l  have Lrcc'n rcquired or iginal ly bcci iLrse
the coLlc has requircd that fbr qLritc sonretinrc. N4r. Sterretl statcd he coLrld pass that
infonnation along to the orvner, Clliair Strogin statcd that lanclscaping r.vas a requircment
in the signage language; and sincc Carlson is u)aking changes to its signagc it is the
opportune tinre for landscapirrg to bc incorporated.

Mr. Overmyer made a motion to approvc a wall sign for Carlson lruneral Home not to
exceed 44 sq. ft. to be placed on the southwest quadrant of the building as presented. It
was seconded by Robert Erickson.
ROLL CALL-Or'!-nnyer-yes, Erickson-yes,.larett-yes, Szunyog-yes, Strogin-yes.

Mr. Sterrett stated rcgarding thc landscaping, lr4r. Carlson nlay say tlie sign is
grandfathered, as it has been therc 20 1'rs. Chair Strogin stated because N{r. Carlson was
making a change to thc sign, the (  ornrnissio:r  could rct lLr i le that thc sign meet the currenl
regulat ions of  the code.

Iv lr . . larret t  madc r  nlol iou to apl) love the lacc rcpl t rcement ol ' the exist ing ground sign tbr
Carlson Funeral  l lo lne not t ( r  exce-.-d 32-sc1. l i .  as plesente( l .  l .andscaping rv i l l  bc addcd to
the base ol the ground sign. It *as secondcd by Mr. Overnrl'cr.
ROLL CALI--Jarrett-yes, Overnrver-ycs. Erickson-ycs, Szutiyog-yes. Strogin-yes.

Countn' Baker-3597 N{edina Rd.
Mr. Dave Stcrretl ll 'onr Medina Signs represcnlecl CountrI Baker. Mf. Slcrrett stated this
busincss was located in Reserve llat 3597 lt4e'dina llcl. Thc proposed sign rvould be 22.5
sq. f t .  and 18" in height.  The l iontagc of the business is 25 f i .

Mr. Sterrett added that the Countrl Baker selis Lrrcads and pastries as rvell as sandrviches,
soups. wraps and coffee.'l'here are a ferv tabk-s and chairs 1br customers to dine.'fhe
Commission recomnrcnded she advcrtise those products, as they were not aware ofall the
items the Country llaker sells.
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ZI Ridgley asked i f the ( lountr)  l laker is going to bc placcd on t l tc id s ign out l iont? Mr.
Stenett stated hc mentioned that to the orvncr but thcre '"las no ilecision at this time so it
r.r'ould be a scparate submittal

Mr. .TaIrel t  nrade a mot ion to approve a u al l  s ign lbr Count lv Bakcr not kr  exceed 22.5 sq.
1i. as presented. It r.vas sccondecl by Ms. Szunvog.
ROl.l. CAI-L-Jarrett-ycs. Szunyog-yes, C)vcrnryer-1'es, [irickson-1,es, Strogin-yes.

MISC.
N1r.  Stcnctt  asked rcgarding l l re nlul t i - tenirnt  id s igns, *hcn l  developer cornes in lbr
approval o1'such a sign and lll lhc lenants arL' i:r place, can hc gct approval for everyone
under one pernrit? Chair Strogin statccl 1'cs. N,lr. Stcrrett then asked. othcr than having
cditorial controi ofrvhat goes on that pancl lvhY tiocs a tcnant/sign conrpany hale to pull
a perni i t  ever; ' t i rnc a tenant \ \ ' iur ts to bc pir t  Lrp or bc placcd on e sign' l  Chair  Strogin
responded that the Townshill nc(-ds to knou rvhat has bcen lutlrorizcd to be placed on
such a sign. She cont inucd t l rat  Inanv l inrcs lhcrc were more lcrrants than panels on an id
sign so the Township nceds to knorv rvho legitimately is to bc on the sign.

Mr. Sterrett asked if the Comrnission could pencil u'hip that lirnction and make it a
f'unction of the Zoning Inspectors for approval'l fle askcd ifthe tenant or sign/contpany
takes picture of the current sign ri,ith thc new tenant on it to prove that the ncw tenant
complies rvith the size of the panel or sign coLrld tbcy thcn rrol have to go through the
Zoning Comnrission and l'rustccs lbr approval'l Mr. Stenett stated the existing process
seemed cumbersorne to him personally. Chair Strogin stated that is r.vhy the Township
encourages a site plan and signagc to be subrnitted at onc time so there were not multiple
appl icat ions or l 'ces involved.

()hair  Strogin cont inuecl  thal  ln cxanrple o1'r ihv thc l i r rvr tship rcqLr i t ts u s ign trr  conre
belore thc bL'lrds lbr approval r',, as IIome DcPol and all theoutlots as thcrc was not
enough pancls on the pylon sign lbr al l  the busincsscs t i lat  were going in the complex.
Mr. Stcrrett askecl rvhy coukln't they have applicd lbr X amount trf scluarc lbotage of'
s ignage and div ide i t  up as thcv sarv t i t? Chair  Strogin stated thc ( 'ommission usual l l '
docs not cale but thcrc rras a lirtiance inr olr r.:d lirr thc anrrrunl ol signage that shopping
complex could liave. The itlca behincl Home l)epot and thc oullols $,as to give lhe stores
lhat $cre set l i r ther back rvcsl  on Pearl  Rd. sonre vis ibi l i ty i .g.  r ignluc.

Mr. Stcrrett again asketl ifa ne\\'tcnant nanle can be accorrrnodatcd on the existing wall
sign dimensions zrnd/or pancl ol1 thc' id sign ri hl' cr)uldn'1 a pictLrrc' be taken to confirnt
compliance bv the Zoning lnspectors; iind a pennit issucs instead ol'having tL) cornc to
before the boards lbr approval'? Chair Strogin statcd signage hirs a process it needs to
follow rcgardless ifit is "sirnple' or cornplcx. lt also keeps a record for the 1'ownship.
Chair Slrogin slrongly suggeste'd Mr. Sterrett tell his clients to apply fbr all their signage
at the same tinre as their site plans to avoicl rnultiplc application, tees and mectings.
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Chair Stri,rgin stated there rvas an issue nradc by a Trustce abou( last Zonirrg Cornmission
meeling where an electronic sign \.\'as approrcd tirr Novl Aninrri Hospital rvith
condilions. Trustee IIolt statcd that r.vhat the Comrlission did rvas conditional zoning and
thc Torvnship does not have conditional zoning. TrLrstee I{olt also statcd that she spoke
rvith Mr. Thonrc on this issue. Chair Strogin stalcd shc then contactcd the Pros. Office
and gavc lV{r. 

'l 'horne 
a copy of the audio recortling ol tlre nreeting rvhere the sign

approval for Nova Animal llospital took place. Chair Strogin continuecl that she told Mr.
J honrc i r  was the appl icant 's desire lo have t l l ! -  s iLu chi lngc once a rveek in the ear lr
morning hours so as not lo be a distract ion lbr l la l l lc .

Chair  Strogin then read a let ter l lun the l ) ros.  () l l icc ru rhis issue'dated Mav l2 2009
rvhich stated:

Rc: Enibrccabi l i t l  of  Concl i t ions ancl , /or Agreerncnts l iorn thc Zoning Resolut ion

"...ln lcgard to the Nova Community Anirnal Hospital lssue itselt, b:rsed on the DVD,
which I listened to, and the discussions at the meeting, thc Zoning Comnrission did not
impose any restrictions upon the applicant. Thel'grantetl the applicant specitically what
she said she desired. The applicant can come back and usk fbr a digital sign, which rolls
over more than once a day. It is sirnply that at the time of'thc Ilearing the applicant
particularll- stalerl that she u,as onll'looking kr change her sign once a day.

I can understand how the comments that $'ere maclc. basecl upon the general discussion
about digital signs, which ensued as a result of the application ofNova, could have been
interpreted dii)ercntly. but the lact renrains er cn though thcre rvas broad discretion about
what should or should not be allorvcd as a digital sign. thc sign actually approlecl was
simply rvhat was rcquested."

Mr. Stelrclt rvho happened to represent Nova.{nirrrrl lkrspital's signage rcquest stated
the orvner,'vas ple'ascd with wtat was approved lbr hcr business atrd rvas looking to the
Torvnship to rcvien'thcir signage langrrage in thc l-utLrre. lvlr. Ol'ermlcr stirted hc thought
these tvpes of c|.'ctronic/digitaI signs rvould p,r'obably bc back beli)re the Cotlmission and
I'elt the board shoulcl define what it meant by "movenrcnt and light" in the zoning codc.
Chair  Str t rgin askcd N4eci ina City to givc her thcir  zoning rcgs and thc Cl i ty al lows such
signs to change once a minutc. What that meanl is thc governlnental entitY coulcl sct the
trcquency.

Chair Strogin also stated that rcgardlng the I\'lr. l)orat1 
's 

comments at the lasl
Commission mceting/hearing that he cloes not advertise lo\\ cosl cars; she had an ad for
Bill Doraty KIA advertising a car lor $7,300.00. She addcd that is ''vhat she rneant by her
comments that i\'lr. I)orltv has et car that is in thc plice ningc l-irr a nrarket rvhere
everybody is looking at cost.
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Mr' Srerrett stated the city of Elyria is going to hold n rvorkshop on clectronic signage
and he ivould fbrrvard the date t. the commission i. case menrbcrs *,ar" intar"rt-",r ii.,
attending.

Ilavi.g no lufther busi'css be tbre the tloarcr, the mceting was otlicialry adjoumed at g:30
p .m.

Respectfil 11, S Lrbrnirteci.

Ki tn Fcrcncz. . /orr i r rg Sccrcrrrr l


