
MEDINA TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF ZONING COMMISSIONBRS

REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING
APRIL 2L,2OO9

Chairperson Strogin callcd the regular rnecting ofthe Medina Township Board ofZoning
Commissioners to order al 7:33 p.rn. Board nrerlbcrs Overnryer, Szunyog, Jarrett,
Erickson and Strogin were in attendance. Altemate Board membcrs Jim Apana and
Michelle Kirda x,ere also in attendance.

The Zoning Commission minutes to thc lt larch lT . 2009 meeting u,ere approved as
amended. l'he Trustees have schcduled site plan reviews to be heard on April 30, 2009 at
7:00 p.m. A letter rvould be sent to the applicants when the'lrustees would hear their site
plar/signage requests.

MISC.
Chair Strogin stated that Wal-Mart is upgrading and expanding their store in Medina
'fownship. 

They went through sitc plan revicws lor the expansion and signage. Wal-Mart
wanted a large amount ofsignage with this upgrade and expansion and the BZA granted
them 475-sq. ft. of signage. Wal-Mart has recently submitted their revised signage and the
total square lbotage is 4?2 sq. ft. This speaks very well as to what the two zoning boards
have done in working with Wal-Mart.

REGULAR MEETING

SITE PLANS

Blakslee Park- 3800 Wevmouth ltd,
Mr. Jeff Kessler with the Medina Township Service Dept. represented Blakslee Park.
Chair Strogin stated Blakslce Park consists o('the ncw service dept., memorial and ball
fields. The signage request is pcrtaining to the spofis lield. Mr. Kessler stated he was
looking to put up 2 public service signs 24"x 48":8 sq. ft. 

'l 
he sign says "Welcome to

Blakslee Park" and shows a map of how the lields are laid out. Thr'signs are mostly for
those who pull in off of Fenn Rd. t hey cui look at thc signs and not hold up traffic.

Chair Strogin stated the zoning code allows for directional signs not to exceed 4 sq. fl.
These signs can be approved by the zoning inspector. ZI Ridgely stated all the signs are
well needed for the park. The signs subrnitted this evening are over 4-sq. ft. but are going
under "public service" signs. Therefbre these signs nccded to be approved by the
Commission.

Mr..larrett slated thc signs proposetl state. "lield use by pcrlission only." Whose
permission? Mr. Kessler answered thc Towrship. If an individual goes to the'lownship
rvebsite all the rules and regLrlations fbr the park are olr it. ( hair Strogin asked if tlre ball
fields are empty on a Sunday aftemoon and kids want to go play ball u'ould they be
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allorved'/ Mr. Kessler stated no they would not due to liability issues. Il'somebody wants
to use the fields they have to have a certificate of liability submittcd to the'l'ownship. Mr.
Kessler statcd he caught some guys playing ball there on Friday and he had to ask them to
leave.

Ms. Szunyog asked if they could have gotten a permit? Mr. Kessler stated they would
need the proper paperwork in order to do so. Chair Strogin asked ifthere was a charge for
the permit? Mr. Kessler stated lor games thcre is a charge, tbr practices there is not. It has
not been determined at this time how to address thc issue if residents rvant to use the
field. That would be up to the Trustccs to decide.

Mr. Erickson asked ifthe appropriate phone number could be put on the signs so
somebody would know how to conlact the Township to use the fields? Mr. Kessler stated
that could probably be added on the sign. Chair Strogin asked ilthe signs had already
been made? Mr. Kcssler stated yes. He added the County made the signs but he could see
ifa contact number could be added. Mr. Overmyer suggested ifnot maybe stickers could
be made to put on the signs u,ith the contact information.

Mr. Jarrett made a motion to approvc 2 public service signs not to exceed 8 sq. ft. each
for Blakslee Park located at the comer ofFenn Rd. and Rt. 3. It was seconded by Mr.
Erickson.
ROLL CALL-Jarrett-yes, Erickson-yes, Overmyer-yes, Szunyog -yes, Strogin-yes.
The Board suggested pulting a contact number on the sign lbr any questions or permits
that may be needed regarding the park use.

The public meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

CON'T OF PUBLIC HEARING-Prooosed Tcxt Amendment bv Bill Doratv Articte
VI. Siqn Resulations Section 605 1. Holiday Inflatables
The continuation ofthe public hearing was opened at 7:54 p.nt. Chair Strogin stated at
last month's meeting/hearing there was no one present representing Bill Doraty. It was
discovered there was an error in the hearing date and the Commission was not aware of it
and questioned at the last meeting why Mr. Doraty and/or his representative were not
present and apologized lbr the error.

Chair Strogin staled the original subrnission was minor. It was not a complete or valid
submission. The Commission asked Mr. Doraty to provide language the Commission
could work with. Mr. Laribee was then hired by Mr. Doraty and subrnitted the proposed
text language.

Mr. Laribee addressed the Clommission and stated he rcpresented PHN Motor dba Bill
Doraty KIA. Chair Strogin had Secretary Ferencz read the original applicalion dated
October 6, 2008. In sum the application proposed to revise Article VI. Section 60311.
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"Allow inflatable devices like every other homeowner in the'l'ou'nship. We would like
the opportunity to display an int'latable imagc at our store like every other homeowner in
Medina Township without restrictions or duration." (See lilc lor complete application).

Secretary Ferencz then read the letter received from Mr. Laribec dated February 10, 2009,
which was meant to supplement the application submitted. It was language lbr a new
article to Artiole VI Signage Section 6051 . Entitled Holiday Inflatablc Displays.
Description o1'the text affected: The new section has been drafted to exclusively control
and govern the use of inflatable displays in the business districts of Medina 

'l'ownship.

Arguable the current code does not clearly or directly address inllatable displays. There is
a question whether inflatable displays are actually signs and whether Section 603 E.
Movement and Section 605 I. (Wall Roof and Awning Signs) prohibit or lirnit their use. It
is our intent to resolve that debate in lavor of a new section which defines, regulates and
limits the use ofthe holiday inflatable displays in business districts through a permit
based system.

Reason for requesVhow the proposed amendment relates to the Comprehensive Plan: It is
clear that inflatable devices have become increasingly rnore popular in the past several
years. The Medina County Planning Commission recognized this fact in their staff report
to the Zoning Commission dated December 4, 2008. The proposed section would permil
businesses to celcbrate recognized holidays in a uniform and regulated manner. The use
ofholiday inflatable displays by businesses will promote and celebrate the common
morals, principles and national pride of township residents. The proposed amendment is
also consistent with the use of business district and with regard to their character and
suitability. Moreover, it promotes economic stability ofthe businesses, which have
chosen to locate in Medina Torvnshio.

Proposed Text Amendment
Section 605.1. Holiday Inflatable Displays
Inflatable displays referenced in this section pertain to all seasonal inflatable structures,
balloons, figures, play equipment and sculptures not intended for human occupancy
which exhibit holiday symbols, insignias or themes incidental to and customarily
associated with recognized holidays. Inflatable displays shall be permitted in all business
districts and in accordance with thc following regulations:
(a) The installer ofthe inflatable displays must be properly registered and liccnsed

contractor and provide a certificate of insurance in the amount of"lwo Million Dollars
($2,000,000.00). No bond is required. The conlractor shall accept full rcsponsibility
for the imposed display loads and anchoring devices, wliethcr ground mounted or
rooftop.

(b) Inflatablc displays shall be made offlamc retardant rnaterial and shall be secured and
maintained in a safe, approved manner so as not to encroach upon the air rights of
adjoining properties, including street right of way.
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(c) Inflatable displays shall not be installed below or within ten fbet ( l0') horizontalll.of
any electrical, phone, CATV, t'rr fire alarm conductors or any other sinrilar
installations.

(d) Each inflatable displal shall be no morc than thirty feet (30') tall. Each display shall
be ground-mounted or securely attached to the building rool, which shall be sufficient
to support the live load used in the display. No inflatable display may be located
within twenty feet (20') ofany road right ofway or rvithin forty feet (40') ofan
adjacent property.

(e) Each applicant must pay a 1be ol'$i10.00 to obtain an inf'latable display permit.

The duration ofeach inflatable display permit shall not cxceed thirty (30) days. The total
number of permits issued by the Township shall not exceed five (5) ibr any one holiday
regardless of business location. Pennits shall be issued in the same order applications are
received on a form prescribed and approved by the Zoning Commission.
(f Inl)atable display penrrits may be issued for the following holidays:

l. New Years Eve,4.,lew Years Dav
2. Valentine's Day
3. St.  Patr ick 's Day
4. Easter
5. Memorial Day
6. lndependence Day
7. Halloween
8. Thanksgiving
9. Christmas/Hanukah/Kwanzaa

(g) l-etlering on any inflatable display shall be restricted to a holiday-relaled message
consisting ofnot more than two (2) lines.

(h) This section shall exclusively control and govem the use of int'latable displays; the
regulations of this section shall control in the event of any conflict rvith other sections
of this zoning resolution. lntlatable displays shall not otherwise be restricted by the
signage regulations of this zoning resolution.

Mr. Laribee stated the nelv section has been drafted to resolve and/or end any dispule or
debate, as it is arguable that the current code does not clearly or directly address inflatable
displays. l he Commission was interested in having some language put together to
consider. Chair Strogin stated the Commission did not request language be put together
for their consideration, but requires an applicant who is trying to change the zoning text
to provide the Commission with proposed language.

Mr. Laribee stated the language proposed speaks fbr itself. It addrcsses inflatables and
allows the Township to control and permit thern by putting the burden upon the vendor to
make surc an inflatable was erected saf'ely and adequate l! and limit the number of
businesses that can obtain such a permit. Mr. I)oraty interjected that he brought before the
Commission what was reouested of him.
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Chair  Strogin read the def ini t ion ofsign in thc zoning resolut ion. "- t rsn, '  : r  srrucrure,
o r  n a t u r : a L  o b l e c r . ,  s u c h  a s  a  t r e e ,  r c c k ,  b l r s h  a n d  t h e  g r o u n d  i L s e l f ,  o r
p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  o r  c l e v r c e  d t t a c h e a l  t h e t e t o  . r r  p a i r L t e d  o r  r . e p r e s e n t e d
t h e r e o n ,  r n c l u c l l r L . J  a n y  l e L t , o r ,  i . r o r . l ,  L - f : t n c r ,  f l a g ,  b a l l c i o n ,  o t h e r .
r n f f a t a b l e  c l e v i c e ,  p e n n a n t ,  b a d g e ,  . , r '  i n s i g n i a  o f  a n y  , t o v e r n m e n t a f
a g e n c y  o r  o f  a n y  c h a r t t a b l e ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  e d u c a t i a n a . l .  o r  s i m i l a r
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r L d / o r  s e a i - c h  1 r g h t , ,  w t r i , - h  s h a l l  b e  u s g . l  t _ , 1  a t t r a c t
a t t e n t r o n  t o  a n y  o b l e c t ,  p r o d u ! - - : ,  p f  , i . i e ,  a . : t i v i t ] . . ,  p e r s o n ,  i n s t i t u t i o n ,
o r g a n r z a t l o n ,  c r  b u s i r r e s s .  T h e  w i - - r , j  " s 1 q n "  s h a l l  i n L - l u c l e  a  w r i t i n g ,
r e p r e s e n t a t . i . n ,  L r l l r e r  f i g u r e  o l  s i m :  l a r  c h a r r c t e r  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e
r n t e r r o r  o f  a  b u i l d r n g  o n l y  w h e n  ( 1 1  I i i L r r r L r l a t e . 1 ;  ( 2 )  l o c a t e d  s o  a s  t o
b e  v . r e w e d  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r : i o r  o f  a  b u i l r l i n q . "

She stated therefbre, per the signage deflnition. the zoning code does address an inflatable
as a sign. She then read the letter liom the Pros. Otfice dated December 10, 2008, which
read as follows:

RE: lnllatables

"As I previously discussed with your Zoning Dept., the issue with inflatables whether at
home, or business, is whether or not it is actually a sign as defended by your Code. Your
code clearly provides that inflatable devices can be signs. However, lbr an inflatable
device to be a sign, it is required to be used to attr.rct attention to any object. product,
place, person, institution, organization or business.
Your normal holiday decorations utilizing inllatables, in my opinion would not be a sign.
lnflatables in a business districl likewise could under the appropriale circumstances,
simply be a holiday display, consistent with that normally found in residential areas.
The question is therefore, is the display to celebrate the holiday, or is it really intended to
draw attention to the business activify on the property. lf it is intended to draw attention
to the business, it is a sign and must meet the cotle."

Chair Strogin opened up the hearing fol pub)ic conrnrent.

Rila Holt-Medina Twp. Trustee: She stated in speaking with and corresponding with
Patrice Theken from the Dept. ofPlanning Services, Ms. Theken stated the
recommendation of the Planning Commission Stall'Reporl regarding inflatables was
approval with modifications. She did not warlt the Township to be accused ofselective
enforcement and regarding the way Scction 60.1 is *,ritten it applies to all zoning districts.
As a result. inflatables and everlthing else listcd in 601 L. are permilted in all zoning
districts. If the To*nship wants help with thc lext they could contact Ms. Theken
accordingly.

Ms. Holt added she rvould be spcaking i.vith Ms. l'heken tomorrow morning about this
issue. Her standpoint is that ifsomebody puts a Santa Claus on top of the roofoftheir
house then Mr. Doraty could do so on his house or his business. That is because signs for
residential and business are all-inclusive and writt('n together and should be separated.
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Chair Strogin stated that Mr. 
'fhorne 

in his letter and discussion said that the key
difference is that what gets put on a residential roofis tLsLrally something that is bought at
Wal-Mart or Target and only 8-10 fi. tall. It is not being used it to draw attention to their
home to sell something. For a business the use of an inflatable and usually one much
taller than the ones you can purchase at Wal-Mart, are more than likely being use to
attract business. Chair Strogin added that Mr. Doraty has stated at two different meetings
that his inl'latable is being use to attract customcrs irnd busincss. Therefore there is a very
distinct diff'erence.

Debralyn Schrnidt (Medina Chamber of Cornmerce): She stated that cven iIthe sign or
display or residential business is an issue, then maybe it was time to reconsider the
current code and look at the needs of the business community.

Chair Strogin stated she appreciated ilrat businesses are having a difficult tinre and it rvas
a shame thal lhey are as there are a lot of good businesses that are suf'fbring but
unfortunately the cause oftheir sulfering is due to the economy and not Medina
Tou'nship zoning. Hopetillly it will recover soon.

Michelle Kirda (Windf'all Rd.): Is the Commission going ro consider the proposed
language orjust vote yes or no? Chair Strogin staled the Commission is not voting at this
time, we are hearing from the applicant and his representative as wcll as input from the
public. The Commission could then decide to the proposed language and then it would
have to be sent to the CPC for their review. What the CPC reviewed previously was
incomplete and their recommendation of modification was basically that it needed to be
done over as there was nothing to revierv wi(h the original application.

Mr. Laribee continued that the CPC stated they approve with modifications. He added he
believed the CPC were in lavor ofthe concept ofinflatables. and for Chair Strogin to say
the application had to be done over was not a l'air stalernent. IIe added that the
Township's own legal counsel in his letter has stated there is a gray area ifinflatables are
signs and we are trying to clear up that debate and provide the Township with tools to
regulate them and allow businesses in the commercial areas to display inflatables for
holidays. The Township would be able to limit them in time, scope and holidal'.

Matthew Gallo (Hamilton Rd.) If everyonc rvas allowed to put up these inllatables, who
would be r€sponsible ifsornebody got into an acciden( ruhbernecking? The business that
puts it up or the Township that allowcd them'? lf I am going to buy something I don't
need an inllatable to find the business. Mr. Gallo stated he has lived in the'l'ownship for
30 yrs. and has seen businesses u,ant a lot ofsigns. He concludcd that we live in ir sue-
happy society.

Leo Snell (lnflatable Images). The mbberneckcr who does not take rcsponsibility tbr
driving his car in a saf'e manner and paying attention has nothing to do with an intlatable
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display. Second, lbr the record you can not be prejudice regarding inllatables i.e. you
allow them for residents so you should allow them tbr businesses. l his has been upheld
in Federal corrrt which he could supply details of. Ifyou cannot regulate residents then
you cannot regulate businesses.

Matthew Gallo: Regarding inflatables at Christmas time rve are celebrating a baby's
birthday who proved to be the greatcst rnan who ever traveled the earth.

Bill Ostmann (Hamilton Rd.):Mr. Laribee has stated hc has providcd the Clornrnission
rvith the means to regulate int'latables antl the gentleman liorn Inflatable Images has slid
they cannot be regulated.

Leo Snell (lnllatable Images) I did not say they could not be regulated. I said if the
Township is not going to regulate residents then they could not regulate businesses. You
have to be equal and fair'. You cannot prohibit businesses liom having inllatables but
allow residents to put them up.

Mr. Laribee stated right now there would be a citation or a violation issued against a
business for putting an inflatable up- While in a residential area you are not seeing that
happen. Chair Strogin stated our sign code in the residential area as Mr. Thome has stated
is that the inflatables not being used to attract business but being used to celebrate the
actual holidal'with the inllatable. Christmas seems ltl be the main holiday where these
inflatables are put up and sometimes for Hallorveen. They are used to oelebrate the
holiday not attract individuals to a business. As to the question as to who would be liable
if someone got into an accident rubbemecking she really did not know who would be
responsible. However there is sontething called an attractive nuisance. Chair Strogin
stated an example ofthat is she had a lake on her property and if some kid comes on her
property and droqns in her lake rvho's responsiblc? This rvould be lbr the courts to
decide. This was not something the Township would regulate.

Michelle Kirda: With regards to the residential there are a lot of people in the Township
that work out oftheir homes and run businesses out oftheir homes so who's to say they
could not put up an inflatable display to get people to drive by their home to atlract
customers? It seems like there will always be an arguntent so shc felt it was rvalking on
thin water to try to regulate them.

Chair Strogin stated per thc- zoning code home occupations were not pennitted to have
signs advertising their business. Zl Ridgely interjected an individual rvho has a home
occupation eYen has to sign a doctunenl which states thcre rvill be no signage permitted
for their home occupation.

Michelle Kirda: I feel this is a fine line. People are marketing very aggressively these
days because they have to anti fclt the issue of inflatables would come up again and again.
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Ralph Holt: I headed towards Brunswick toda)'and at Rt. l0l and 7l a car dealership had
a Blue Devil in{iatable.

Leo Snell: l'hat inflatable was purchased by the Flyundai dealerslrip to celebrate the
Brunswick Illue devils sports teams. The dealership gave the money to the school
district. The Blue devil $,as the school mascot.

Rita tlolt: It wirs discusscd rvith N{r. Tlrorne how many inflatables could bc t'rected and
for how long, etc. IIe stated the Township would be able to liniit how manl'pennits were
issued a year per holiday and a tinre limit. It was not like if an inllatable rient up it would
be up lbr 2 1rs. Thc permits could be issued on a first come first serve basis. I believe
when you look at signage...it has been 25 yrs. since a lot ol tl.re signagc has been changed
and we do havc a lot ofil)egal signage in the fownship as it is so we have to come up to
the 2l" century. I personally would like no signs in the Township but in reality especially
if I arr fiom out of towrr I like to see signage so that I knorv wherr- I am going. I think we
should go over our entire sign regulations to be fair to everyone in the'l'ownship.

Ms. Holt continued that the Commission had a situation with NOVA Animal llospital
last month with an electronic sign and put conditions upon it. That rvas fiue but the
Zoning Inspector told the Commission that Medina l'ownship has no conditional zoning.
You cannot tell someone *hen they can turn the sign on and when they could turn the
sign offor when the message could be changed. Mr. fhorue pointed thal out to her last
night at the seminar.

Mr. Janett stated the Clornmission did not tell the applicant when they could turn the sign
on anil olf but onl-'- rvitlrin a 24 hr. period.-fhat is not a spccific tirre. lt'fs. Holt stated that
the Commission could not sa.v that. Mr. Overmyer stated he would like to hear that from
Mr. Thome and discuss it rl'ith hirn because we tlo have language prohibiting hlinkin,c
lights. 

'fherelbre 
the 24-ll. period puts it outside ofthat realm.

Chair Strogin stated it was the applicant that broughl it up that she was 
"villing 

to change
the message on the sign possibly only once a neek and it could be prograrnmcd right into
the computer as to rvhcn the sign would change (she stated at 3:00 a.m.) so there would
not be any concerns about somebody seeing the sign flip while they were driving by as
the applicant was very sallty orierited. Chair Sbogin conlinued that she has requested a
fonnal opinion by N4r. l horne and at that time it could be discussed.

Ms. Holt stated tlrat is rvhl thc Torvnsl.rip needs to look at all the sign regulations and
come into the 2l " centurl'. We cannot have these situations come tlp lintc and time again
and nol have sornc resolutitttt to this situation rvhether ycs or no.

Chair Strogin stat€d in regards to Ms. Ilolt's cotnnlcnl that the signagc language has nol
been changed in 25 yrs.; in the tbotnotes ofeach page of the Zoning Resolulion it states
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the amendment dates ofchanges made to the code. Signage had numerous re-writes with
the most being done in 2000.

Ms. Holt stated those rvere snrall changes and not signilicant chzurges that were made to
the signage language. Ms. Holt continued at the last Zoning Commission meeting Chair
Slrogin made comments thal Trustee Todd and Dean Holman were at a seminar and had a
clandestine meeting and that was not accurate. Tnrstee Todd erplained to Chair Strogin
what thal meeling was about. Chair Strogin stated she did not think that was prudent
discussion fbr this hearing. Ms. Holt stated the minutes wcre incorrecl and Trusiee Todd
corrected you (Chair Strogin) at the last Trustee meeting. Mr. Ovemyer stated the
minutes reflected rvhat rvas said so lhat was immaterial.

Mr. Overmyer stated Mr. Laribee proposed inflatables to be set to specific number of
holidays. He added that was playing with firs1 amendment issLres. What was there to
prevent someone liom challenging those set holidays i.e. they wanl to celebrate Veterans
Day? Mr. Laribee stated it would come down to a business applying for a pemrit created
and approved by the Township for an inllatable fbr that specilio time frame. The nine
holidays he suggested could be changed to one inllatable per rnonth and not address
"holiday" at all. The Township could then review the application and make a
determination on a case by case basis. Mr. Overmyer stated that if we permit inflatables
the Township could not restrict it to one religion or one celebration. Mr. Laribee stated
the language he provided was for the Commission's review comment and/or
modification.

Mr. Overmyer stated the proposed text states that "no inllatable display nray be
located...within 40 ft. ofan adjacent property owner.,." Does that discriminate the
smaller properfy owner regarding the setback requirements? Mr. Laribee stated he did not
know the text was taken tiom other communities and the sctbacks based on the
Township's zoning resolution.

Sally Gardner (Foskett): 'fhe 
proposed language limits the number of inllatables to 5 and

on a firs1 come first serve basis. If I rvas business nuribcr 6, I would be annoyed by that
limitation. Mr. Laribee stated ifthe Torvnship had a lbnn and system set up the first come
first sen'e basis was probably thc easiest way to govem it unlcss you want to do it on a
rotating basis. The proposed Ianguage would lirnit the nunrber of inflatables to 5 per
holiday lbr the entire business district.

Leo Snell (lnflatable lmages): You could also put a provision in the code that states that
inflatables could not be within 500 ft. ofeach other. Other cities havc done that.

Mr. Overnyer stated wlren lvfr. Chris Kalina rvas Chair oithe Zoning Commissiou
substantial changes rvere made to the signage code to bring it into compliance more with
the City olMedina. 

'fhe 
current signage permitted is one square fbot of signage per each
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foot of linear frontage ofthe business. What rvould y'ou say if someone said these
inflatables exceeils that square footage'? N4r. Lariber'statcd an inflatable is not a sign by
virtue ofthe statute. We have proposed a new section ofthe code called inflatable
displays.

Sally Gardner (F'oskett Rd.) I heard Mr. Laribce talking about regulating how many times
a business in a commercial area could put up an inflatable. The conversation at the
beginning ofthe meeting rvas that 1ou could not regrilate sorrething in the business area
that you could not regulate in a residential area so doe.s that mean now there would need
to be regulations fbr a resident to put up an intlatable'J Are they also going to be on a first
come first served basis?

Mr. Laribee stated he did not believe that would bc necessary as a comntercial district
dictates by its nature to have diflerent standards as a business district is set up for that.
The residential district is not set up to have the large inflatable displays.

Ms. Holt interjected that was why she stated belbre that the Township has to separate its
sign code for residential and commercial. 'fhey 

can be separated and they should be.
There is a dilference between residential and commercial.

Mr. Doraty: When I tlrst brought this issue up there was no flexibility. Then you required
me lo come up with language to address this. So as nol to waste time and money...its
time to come up with a reasonable solutjon. I have not received any negative comments
since I put up the inflatables in fact I havc hacl rnany positive statements.-fhere is an
assisted living facilily to the west and individuals conre into his business and tell him how
much it makes their day. There are people who drive by and come into the dealership
with their kids and say how nruch they like the displays. Nobody could take more pride in
their community, school district or tlreir neighborhood than myself-. I would never do
an'.thing that was tasteless for this cornmunity. I belicvc the zoning regulations are
wong. Thirty years ago there wcre nrany thiugs thal were done differently. To say I hope
the economy tums around and gets better fbr the business community just doesn't work
today. You have to allow businesses to do things that rvill help us. You can'tjust hope. I
need you to be reasonable. I can tell the questions are getting chippy and that is not what I
am here for. I hope you look at this with an open mind.

Mr. Ovemryer stated he had no greater respect lbr a local busjnessman than he did lbr Mr.
Doraty. The discussion that has spawned with the proposed text submitted reflects the
substantive change this proposed language rvoLrld makc to our sign language. This is a
substantial change ir.r the sign regulations and it is a subjective change. That is the reason
lor the range of opinion on this issr.re. Mr. Overmyer added he felt therc rvere some first
amendmenl issues th0t needed to be addrcssed with thc proposed language. Thesc were
not small issues and they should be examined very thoroughly. Something like this could
change the characlcr o{ ' lhc communitr  .
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Ivls. Holt: We have tried to coordinate sonre of our signage language r.r'ith the City o1-
Medina. The City does permit elcctronic signs. She added she had language from Mr.
Thome on various city sign regulations and the Township should look at thcm to give us
a oase.

Michelle Kirda: My 4-yr. old loves the inllatables as well as my mother in law from
Westfield Center.

Mr. Laribee stated Mr. Overmycr made somc valid points in his comments and regarding
the list ofholidays, the language could be holiday neutral and only allow one inflatable
pennit per month etc. Regarding constitutional issues, Mr. l,aribee stated be believed the
'[ounship 

is treading on constitutional issues by citing businesses putting up inflatables
by their religious or holiday beliefs. Right now the zoning code is not pinpoint accurate as
to any prohibition on that so you nlay havc a problem if you don't regulate this.

Mr. Overmyer stated he knew the Federal Government recognizes approximately 375
different religions. Mr. Laribee stated Mr. Doraty has been citcd to remove his inflatables
and that could be a problern. Mr. Ovennyer stated it is the Conrmission's responsibility to
write regulations so that they rvould not be challenged as those can be expensive to the
community.

Jmres Apana (Dogleg Trail) When the Cor.nmission decides this issue they should do it
for the district and not the personality. Mr. Doraty may be a wonderful businessman but
there are some that are not and this regulation ivould control them all.

Chair Strogin stated that's what this board and Township has to do. The BZA can zero in
on one property owner but this Contmission has to decide what is best for the entire
community. No one is against Mr. Doraty personally the inflatables are the issue.

Mr. Doraty: We have been at this lbr a fcw months and I have yet to sec the parking lo1
fill up with objectors and shouldn't rve have seen this by now if was the case.? Wouldn't
this be the case as this is a public hearing?

Ms. Holt stated that it was true we would have to look at this for every business be it
Wal-lV{art or Home Depot. Mr. Dorat}'stated his point was that il'pcople did not like
it...How many people have called and said they loved the inflatables? Chair Strogin
stated there have been complaint calls rcceived by the Township. The ones that call are
usually calling to complain about sornething and ask horv did we let such and such in the
Tou,nship.

Leo Snell (lnflatable Images): I have never seen somebody as diligcnt and professional as
Mr. Doraly go tluough the hoops to rvork to be able to put up a display just like anybody
else for their business. Cities are changing and I can bring those nurnbers. They are
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allowing inflatables all over the country and not with near the protection proposed by Mr.
Laribee. I think the wording he put together is one of the best protections I have seen. I
just put up an inflatable in lsrael one ofthe most conservative countrics in the world. It
was 45 fi. Yoplait yogurt cup in the middle of downtonn Isracl.

chair Strogin stated the timing of this procedure was only delayed by the 1'ownship last
month because ofan error in the hearing date. 

'l 
he main reason fbr the delay was because

the Township did not receive language to consider.

James Apana (Dogleg 'I'rail): 
Again it seems we are focusing on the individual. What

happens when the 
'rownship 

has I 5 of these inflatables floating around the Township? ZI
fudgely stated if the code is changed, she would have to give out the new regs to every
business owner beoause as soon as they see Mr. Doraty's inflatable then the next business
will put one up and not come in for a permit. I am going to be chasing inflatables.

Having no lurther comments, the public hearing rvas closed to publio comment.

chair Strogin stated there was an additional letter faxed over to the Tor.r.nship the night of
the last commission meeting from the Pros. oflloe regarding the supplement provided by
Mr. Laribee. Chair Strosin read the letter:

R[, :  Supplemenl  to  Appl icat ion for  Proposcd Text  Amendment  Bi l l
Doraty KlA, 2929 Medina Road

l)ear Zoning (lomrnission. Nf cmbers:

As yorr  nrav rccal l ,  on l icbruar l -  10,  2009,  N, I ichacl  Ler ibcc,  counsel
f.r' l l i l l Doratl I(l -'\ pr.r'rdcd thc Z..ing (-cxrurissi<in rvith thc artachccl
Proposcd h'guagc ibr a nc*, scctio' r:nrlcr r\rticlc \iI of thc Z.nirit Rcs.lutio':
Scction 605.1 Holitla]' Inflatablc Displa],s. NIr. I-aribcc cnratlecl a courresy
co1>\, of the proposccl language to this olficc.

Plcasc be ad'isccl that this .ffice has rcvic*'cd the attlclrt'cl Pr.rDrscd la.guagc.
fbr Iloirclay I.fhtable I)isplavs. Ir. gcrreral, this.fficc lrtlier.cs that tlrcre are a
Dutnbcr of legulations 'r. thc Proposecl arncntlnrcnt Nirich are inrpeflrrissibly
c o n t e r r t  b a s e d .  S p e c i f r c a l i v ,  t l r c s e  r c g u l n t i o r r s  a r e  b a s c c l  o n  t h t ,  " c o n t e n t ' ,  o f
thc rncssagc or cornrnunrcation. With a fcs, narrotll tlcinccl cxceptions,
contcnt  bascd r (s t l ic t i ( ) l rs  v io lat r  r |c  l rcc spc l r l t  l \ r i , r ( . rn i r r \  gurrantec( l  l ) ) ,  thc
Li.S. and Ohio (-onstitrrtions. C)rrr comrncnts arc d.t folkrrvs:

1 . Sectirin 605.1 HOLIDAY INFLATABLE DISpt-AyS: 'l 
hc re mr

"Iktlitluy" ir rhc' titlc, "l{olidav Inflatrblc I)rspla1.s," is an irrpt,rnissiblc
contcrrt bescd rr:strictjon. 'Ihis 

officc rcconurcnds changinu thc rirlc tcr
"lnfleteLrlc l)isplevs."
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ln adthtion, thc parauraph inrrrrc'rLatcll ' fr>ilol.int rhc rjflt ', c,,ntains
scvcLal coutetrf blst'ti rcstricrrols l 'hiclr should bc rcnrr,r'td. fhesc
irrcltrrle tlrc tcrrtt "seasondl" rncl the phrrsc '\tl it lt irhibit holiday
s.\'nbol.r. insigniLt.t u thones incidcnlul lo and ctt.tltntu|ilt' u.t.socialed
v'ilh recognized futlitlay'.t "

Iiurthet, this paragraph limits placemcnt of inflatablc
business disticts." This office belier.cs that rcstrictilg
displays fronr rcsiclenti:rl disrricrs is lcgally guestionab c.

Sect ion 605.1(a) :  This  prov isron shoulc l  bc runovcd
inf la t rb lc  d isphvs arc to  bc nrade;r  Condi t ional  t lsc .

cl-rsplays to "all
strch irflatable

rrn lcss2.

S e c t i o n  6 0 5 . 1 ( e ) :  l l c r e .  r h e  n r o n o s e d  r c x r  i m c r ) ( l r ) r c l r t  i n d r c a t e s
r  fee of  $10.00 to obta in an in f la table d isp lav pcrrn i t .  Horvcvcr ,  i t  is
up to thc Trustces to deterntine rvhat fec is appropriate to obtain such
a Permt.

Further, the regulation lirnits the ntrmbcr of pern ts f()r "lnv one
holiday. ." As noted abovc, ttrc term, "holiday," is 2 content-bascd
restriction, and should be remc.rved from the languagc.

lIr addition, rhis office foresees potcnttal challcngcs tr> the rerulation in
drat it l irnits the mrnrbcr of permits issucd by '-hc 'l orvnship to fi\ 'c {)n
a frrst cr>mc first sen ed basis.

Scction 605.1(f): 'l'his 
section spccificall)' lrumeratcs thc holulays for

u,hich inflatable display pcrrrits may be grantcd. 
'I 

hese are all
contcnt based restrictions the entitc clausc shor.rl<l be renovcd from
drc rcgrrlation.

Section 605,1(g): I-lcrc again, dre tenrr "holiday-related mcssage"
should be rcmoved from thc regrllxtion,

6 .  S e c t i o n  6 0 5 . 1 ( 0 :  I h t s  s c c r i r , n  s t i p u l l r t e s  t h a t  i n  t h c  c v c n t  o f
confltct with an) othcr scction of ther zoning rcsolution, thc lnflatable
Disl>lays section shall contrr,l. I reco[rnlrnd rem()\ring thc cntire c]ausc
fr ' , rn  t  l r ,  r t  gu lat i , , r .

As cvident in out review of the attacl.rcd proposecl tcxt anrerr(lmcnt, this officc
believes that nranv of thc clauscs rvithin the regulation -, inpc lissibly c()r)tent-
based. Onct'1'ou have an opportudq'to rcview these suggcstions, this o fficc is
available to mect \,ith you to tliscuss thcse changcs ()r to assist vou lr clm fting legal
tegulations rvhich',vill accomplish rrrur clircctivt's."

Chair Strogin staled since the applicant was not present at the last meeting she asked

J .

4.

5.
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the Commission mcmbers Io take home the thr and read it as well as 1he proposed
Ianguage b1'Mr. Doratl'and bc prepared to otlet anv contnlents/sugBestions at the
next nieeting. She added at this point she r.r'as not asking il'thc mentbers were lbr or
against the proposed liinguagc.jusl comments on the facts submitted. Chair Strogin
stated she took Mr. Laribee's proposal and highlighted the items the Pros. Offlcc
stated should be rernovcd which ended up being a considerablc po(ion of Mr.
Laribee's proposal.

Mr. Jarrett asked Mr. l-aribec about the staft report from the Dept. of Planning
Services daled l)ecember 4,2008 and added he did not have that document. Ivlr.
Laribee stated it was parl of the lile. Clhair Strogin statcd Mr. .,arrett was at that
meeting and the document from the CPC was based on the very briefand
incomplete application that was submitted. That application should never have been
submitted in that condition but it was and they acted on it. They approved the
application as modified, but asked the Comnrission to look at it again. Mr. Laribee
interjected they approved it with nrodifications.

Mr. Laribee stated he 
"vas 

not privv to the Iettcr frorn the Pros. Oilce nor did lre have a
chance to review it. The flommission has had thc document lbr a month and we did not
have the oppodunity to revieu,it. lr4r. I-aribee stated he took issue \4'ith the fact that the
Cornmission let everyone have thc opportunity to comment before this letter rvas brought
to our attention. Chair Strogin stated she s'aited to read the letter frorn the Pros. Office so
as not to prejudice the comments fiom the public. Mr. [,aribee stated he felt the public
needs to hear all sides including the l)ros. Olfice though they are not here to ansuer
questions themselves. Mr. Laribee stated he look issue ri ith that.

Mr. Laribee stated he was fine with taking out tlie word "holiday" as rvell as the list of
holidays he proposed. Ile could arncnd the ploposal and then it could be sent to the
Planning Commission and added he was surc they would approve it ats they have
approved it once befbre.

N4s. Holt stated Bill Thorne rvas thc one rvho sugBcstcd the wording holiday inflatables
but difl'erent lawycrs have diftbrent opinions lthc letter liom the Pros. Office was
prcpared by David Folk) and added she I'elt this lettcr shoultl have also been given to the
Trustees.

Mr. Jarrett asked about the relerencc to the staff report by Mr. Laribee lirrm Decembcr 4'r'
as he had one dated December I 5'h. Chair Strogin stated the ,l'l ' of December was the date
of the CI)C meeting and December I 5th was probably thc date of the lettcr the CPC wrote
but she drd no1 have that paper$ork in fiont o1'her. Mr'. Laribce stated it should be part ol'
thc'fownship file. It was determincd 11'rg1s i5 onl! one stall'repoft and that would be the
document Mr. Janett had.

t {
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Mr. Janett asked Mr. Laribee about lhe )asl paragraph of his supplelrental letter that
inflatables promote economic stabilit"v for businesses. He asked Mr. Laribee to explain.
Mr. Laribee responded the'folr'nship *'nuld be giving businesses an opporlunity to
display and promote their beliel'.s and not rcstrict thenr and 5sying you can't put up
an'4hing at all as the'l'ownship is doing right now. Mr. Janett stated therefore an
inflatable is stability and not having an inllatable is non-stability? Is llrat what you are
saying? Mr. Laribee statcd no that was not what he lvas saying. I{e aclded that it seerned
like Mr. Janett rvas 1q.ing to gct him to say sorlleth;ng but he cloesn't know what that
would be. Mr. Jarrett stated he was just looking tbr clarification,

Ivlr. Jarrett continued, regarding the proposcd lirnguage Section 605 l.A. it says "No bond
is required." Why? Mr. Laribee stated that language was mirored from another
community. It isjust a suggestion. Mr. Jarrett stated the 1-orvnship could not regulate the
content or shape or design ofar inflatable. Nlr. Laribee stated he believed the Township
could but there was not a Prosecutor here to talk and debate about this with. Mr. Janett
stated what he was leading up to was Sexually Oriented Businesses and let your mind
venture there regarding inllatables. Chair Strogin statcd the I'ownship could not count on
good taste. Mr. Overmyer stated regarding llrst come first sened in terms of eligibility of
signage, maybe a lottery would be the bettel r.r'ay to handle thisl otherwise there could be
business owners fighting for first place in line. Fie added hc.,vould like to have a sit down
rvith BiltThorne or a representative of the Pros. O1fice and would invite Mr. Laribee to
be present as well to discuss all ofthese issues. Mr. Jarrett stated that limiting the
inflatables to 5 businesses or for only 30 days...would be a potential cliallenge as well.

Ms. Szunyog stated she lclt because ofall the things the Pros. Office has suggested to be
removed from Mr. Laribee's proposal, it wor-rld probabll'be better to start fiom the
beginning and u,rite a code on inflatables which should be part ofa revicw ofthe entire
signage regulations. Chair Strogin stated if we do that it rvould be 6 months to a year
before any regulations rvould be written. N{s. Szunyog asked if Mr. Doraty had any proof
that since he put up his inflatable that more pcople have bought cars from hint? Mr.
Doraty stated yes the inflatables have increascd car sales. KIA's market penetration
nationally is 2.1 and overall KIA is 5.8 and that can bc backed up wilh docunrentation.
Mr. Doraty stated he believcd advertising is a concertcd ellbrt and addcd everything they
do makes a diffcrence.

Ms. Szunyog stated sl.re irppreciated the problcnrs all the businesses were having during
these economic times. She added that rvhen she clrovc down thal part of Rt. l8 it strikes
her as kind of rnessy, not enticing or organized. Ma1'be there is something besides signs
that the l'ownship could tlo to help lhe busincss district in other rva-vs.

Mr. Leo Snell (lntlatable lmages): 
'fhere 

are cities all over coulltry that do not have
regulations as cornprehensivc as the ones propt'sctl by Mr. Laribee. You can nitpick this
to death and cause Mr. Doraty undue financial woes as he has his attomey here and what

l 5
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rvould prevent us frorn bringing in our attorney to help fight this. He is giving you sound
advice and a sound way to go. Are you ever going to have it perfect? No, but the use of
inllatables is a proven step to increase business.

Chair Strogin stated she I'elt the aggressive advertising Mr. Doraty has uscd such as the
deals he has had like buy one get one free plus the lact that the car he was olfering was in
the lower price range...Mr. Doraty interjected the car he rvas driving was almost $40,000.
He added this is...Chair Strogin statcd tlre average cal lvlr. Doraty advertises cost
$8-$10,000. Mr. Doraty stated, "You're wrong!" C'hair Strogin stated Mr. Doratl's
dealership has iin attractivc oliering that was all she was saying. Your advertiscment and
deals are what rvould bring a person into the dcalership to purchase a car. She added she
would not buy a carjust because there is a balloon on the roof. Chair Strogin stated when
she bought a car it is because the car is a quality vehicle and she can get it at the price she
wan$ to pay.

Bill Ostmann (3670 Hamilton Rd.) I own a business at 3830 tlamilton Rd. u'hich is in the
middle of a residential district. Ifyou were to write regulations for the businesses in the
business district to have inflatables, I hope you would not cxclude my business even
though it is in the middle of a residential district.

Mr. Overmyer stated we have to considel the entire communitv. I don't see how we can
limit holiday expression. He added that Mr. Laribee statcd you could have problems if
you don't enact regulations. (1 is a first arncndment issuc antl it cuts both ways. Chair
Strogin stated it was a hrst amendment issue if the'for.vnship tries to regulate what is on
the sign. Our sign regulations say rvhat is and is not a sign and what size signs are
permitted to be. An inflatable is a sign under our regulations and the largest sign one can
have is 80-sq. il. unless you go to the BZA. Chair Strogin added that if Mr. Doraty
wanted to take down one of his signs and put up an 80-sq. ft. balloon that would bc
permissible. You cannot have both you can only have one tl.re way the code is written
now. Mr. Laribee interjected, right now the Township has unequal and improper
prohibition against businesses that you don't have against residential.

Mr, Overmyer stated one could also ask if an inflatable is to attract business or celebrate a
holiday. He commented that he could say that what is pt( up on a residential property be
it a bunny or a snowman is to celebrate the holiday. Mr. Overrr.ryer added he could not say
with much certainty about the intent il'the same structure rvas put ()n a business. Mr.
Overnyer stated he u,ould like to sec a work session rnceling rvith Mr. Thome to address
these issues rvith board and Mr. Laribce would be invited to attend at rvell. The rest ofdre
Commission members asreed.

Chair Strogin stated a meeting rvould have to be coordinated rvith N'[r. Thorne. May 5,
2009 rvas tcntativelv scheduled lbr a rvork session and u ould be :rddressed with the Pros.
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Office to see ifthey would be available to attend or ifthey had an altemate date they
could be in atlendance.

Ms. Holt asked that a copy ofthe letter from the Pros. Office regarding their response to
Mr. Laribee's proposal be given to the Trustees and Mr. Laribee.

Mr. Overmyer made a motion to table the public hearing for Mr. Doraty's proposed text
amendment on inflatables until the Commission's next scheduled meeting May 19,2009
at 7:30 p.m. It rvas seconded by Mr. Janett.
ROLL-Overmyer-yes, Jarrett-ycs, Erickson-yes, Szunyog -yes, Stlogin-yes.

Having no lurther business before the Board. the meeting rvas officially adjounred at 9:25
p.m.

Resoectfullv Subrnitted.

Kim Ferencz, Zoning Secretary
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